This newsletter is the 7th edition to keep you up to date with local news, events and
activities at Whitley Community Centre and at other venues in the area.
For more regular information go to your local website www.yourwhitley.co.uk

THURSDAY LADIES CLUB
CHRISTMAS SINGALONG
THURSDAY 12TH DECEMBER 7.30PM – 9.00PM
WHITLEY COMMUNITY CENTRE
HARLEQUIN COURT, THE AVENUE, WHITLEY

Consultation on
Homefinder Changes

Please come and join us as we get the festive season off to a lively start
with traditional and modern carols and songs. There will be mulled wine,
mince pies and lots more Christmas goodies to be nibbled on.
The T.L.C. Ladies have been brushing up their vocal chords and
practising their “rocking” for the songs, so please come, bring all the
family and join them for what promises to be a real fun evening.

Coventry Homefinder is a system used to
allocate social housing in Coventry.
The Coventry Homefinder Policy sets out
who can register, how properties are
advertised and who is given priority for
social housing in the City.
There have been some changes to the
legislation and guidance that govern
social housing allocations. This has
meant that the council is reviewing the
existing Coventry Homefinder Policy.
The draft Policy proposes that priority for
all available properties will initially be
given to those with a housing need. Also
included are measures to support those
who have served in the Armed Forces
and people under witness protection
schemes.
The Council is seeking views on the
proposed changes in the new draft
Coventry Homefinder Policy and inviting
residents to complete an online survey by
following this link www.coventry.gov.uk/
currentconsultations. The consultation
will close on 15th December 2013

We look forward to seeing you on the night!
For more info. Contact Ruth on 76303065

Tiny Teddies 10th Anniversary
YOGA WITH DEBS
LEARN TO RELAX, INCREASE ENERGY,

The month of November marks a very special anniversary for one Coventry day nursery that
has its newest site in Whitley Community Centre. Tiny Teddies Day Nursery Ltd first opened the
doors of its Radford nursery on 8th November 2003. In the 10 years the company has been operating, the
family run business has opened two out of school services sites and two further day nurseries, one of which
operates from Whitley community centre.

WHITLEY COMMUNITY
CENTRE
COVENTRY
CV3 4BP

IMPROVE FLEXIBILITY AND HAVE FUN. Contact Debbie Riordan
Telephone or Text:
TUESDAY EVENINGS: 7.00-8.30
07812147999
£6 A CLASS or £20 for four sessions.
Email: Debbieriordan
@btinternet.com
So come along and have a go!
Bring along a Yoga Mat,
wear loose clothing and a
blanket or extra layers for
the relaxation at the end of
the practice
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The Whitley nursery opened its doors in September 2008 shortly after it was rebuilt and has provided full time,
part time, sessional and funded childcare places for the younger children of Whitley and its neighbouring
areas.
In the five years Tiny Teddies has been running from Whitley they have developed great relationships with the
local community, including Asda and local churches where they have displayed their fabulous artwork! The
team at Whitley have also worked hard to help raise funds for local and national charities and collectively have
helped to raise thousands of pounds!

Tiny Teddies’ Whitley site has helped to care for over 180 children so far, and hope to care for many more!
For more information on the nursery and their other services, call Tiny Teddies head office on 02476 590059
4 or visit www.tinyteddies.co.uk.

River Sowe has a bright future with the Friends of Sowe Valley.
The Sowe Valley Project is coming to an end in November 2013 after 4 years. The Warwickshire Wildlife Trust
coordinated project ran volunteer days in the Whitley area, as well as further upstream on the Sowe, to help
improve the river.
Local volunteers have cleared rubbish and pulled Himalayan Balsam from the River Sowe and helped to
manage Whitley Wood, removing invasive rhododendron and laurel. Their hard work has helped to make the
river and the green spaces along it better for people and wildlife. A huge thank you from the project staff to
everyone who has volunteered over the last 4 years.
Excitingly these volunteer days are not coming to an end when the project does; a committed team of
volunteers, the Friends of Sowe Valley, are planning to continue to run volunteer days on the river in 2014! So
now, more than ever, the support of the local community is vital to helping these days continue - all willing
volunteers will be welcomed with open arms! To find out more and keep up to date with the Friends of Sowe
Valley activities you can email the group at friendsofsowevalley@hotmail.co.uk.
The project has also had the pleasure of working with both the Whitley and Willenhall Local History Groups on
a guided walk, taking in the natural and historical highlights of both areas including the quarried stone from
Whitley Wood that was used for Coventry Cathedral. The project also held a number of popular Bat Walks
through the woods, hearing pipistrelle bats, using bat detectors, enjoying a feast of insects along the river and
in the woods.
The Sowe Valley Project team would like to thank local partners, volunteers, councillors and residents for all
their support over the last 4 years which has helped to achieve a great deal for the valley and made the project
such a pleasure to work on.
Funded by:
Supported by:

Whitley Local History Group
Remembrance Day 10th November 2013
On 18th October 1940, seven soldiers of the 9th Bomb Disposal Company lost their lives on Whitley Common
whilst dealing with an unexploded bomb. They had brought the bomb from the City Centre to the Common to
safely detonate it. Unfortunately it exploded and killed them. In 2008 The Whitley Local History Group placed
a memorial stone on land near the Ibis Hotel, to remember those men.
Following our annual tradition, the History Group will be placing poppy crosses at the site of the Memorial
Stone on Sunday 10th November at 11 o’clock. In a way, this stone is Whitley’s own war memorial and you are
welcome to join us on that morning, meeting at 10.45.
Many thanks to anyone who visited the Whitley Local History Group’s display in the Herbert during on
Heritage Weekend. Our final meeting of the year is a talk by the Women’s Research Group on Tuesday 5th
November at the Ibis Hotel, starting at 7pm. This is a change to the previously advertised talk. You are
welcome to join us!
The December meeting is the annual dinner for members and their partners only.
Watch this space for information on meetings and events for 2014!
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Christmas Refuse
Collection Timetable
In October the City Council published the first
details of plans for Refuse/Recycling Collections
over Christmas and the New Year Period ahead of
a meeting on Monday which will decide on them.
Normally bins are not emptied between Christmas
and New Year, however this year Cheylesmore,
Whitley and Stonehouse Estate will receive their
first Post-Christmas collection on New Years Eve.
The proposed arrangements are:
• Week commencing 16th December 2013 –
normal refuse collections (Green bin) along with
every property receiving a recycling collection
(Blue lidded bin).
• Week commencing 23rd December 2013 –
No collections
• Week commencing 30th December 2013 –
residual waste collections only (collection dates:
Tuesday 31st December 2013, and Thursday 2nd
January to Saturday 4th January 2014).
• Week commencing 6th January 2014 – normal
refuse collections along with every property
receiving a recycling collection.
We will keep you updated on any changes as we
get nearer the time, but you may wish to plan
ahead if you will be away over Christmas as to
when your bin needs to go out.
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